THROUGH THE EYES OF TRAVELLERS
F&Hﬁﬁmaﬂs OF s::m-:rv
(C. TENTH TO SEVENTEER -

Women and men have travelled in search of work. 1o escape
[rom natural disasters. as (raders, mechants, soldlers,
priesis, pllgadms, or drven by a sense of adventure,
Those who visil or come lo siay ln 3 new land
Invariably encounter a world thal 1s dilferent;
In termis of the landscape or physical
environment as well a= cusioms, languages,
beliefs and practices of people. Many of them
iry (o adapt to these differences: oihers,
somewhal exceplional. note them carciully in
accounts. generally recording what they find
unusual or remarkable. Unfortunately, we have
practically no accounts of travel lefi by women, though
we know that they (ravelled.

The accounts that survive are oflen varied (n lerms ol
thelr subject matter. Some deal with allairs of the court,
while others are mainly [otused on religious issues, or
architectural features and monuments, For example, one
of the mos! important descriptions of the city of
Vijayanagara (Chapler 7) tn the filteenth century comes
from Abdur Razzag Samarqandi. a diplomal who came
visiting from Herat,

In a few cases, lravellers did mot go (b distant lands, For
example, In the Mughal Empire [Chaplers B and 9),
administralors somelimes travelled within Lhe
empire and recorded their cheervallons, Some
of them were interested in looking at popular
customs and the folklore and raditions of
thelr own land.

In this chapter we shall see how our
knowledge of the pasi can be enriched
through a consideration of descriptions of
social le provided by Lravellers who visiled
the subconlinent, locusing on lhe aceounts of three P, 5:1b
men: Al-Biruni who came [rom Usbekisian {eleventh A coconit
cenluryl, Ibn Battula who came from Morocco, In The eocanid and the  panm
northwestern Africa (fourteenth century) and the  wore things thiat siruck misy
Frenchman Francols Bermder (seventeentli century),  rovellors a% nnumsual,
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Al-Bjruni’s experiise {several
iangueges: aligwed | Fim 1o
compere: iangiages and
wransiate texts He manslated
several Sanskrrworks, inchiding
Pasanjali’'s work on grammarn
o Aratne, For s Brehmana
friends, he translated the
werks of Euclid (2 Greek
mathematician} Into Sansknt.
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As these authors came from vastly different
soctal and cultural environments, they were often
more atlentive (o everyday activities and practices
which were tzken for granted by mdigenous
wiilers, lor whom' Lhese were routine mallers, not
waorthy of being recorded. It Is this difference in
perspective that makes (he dccounts of travellers
Interesting. Who did these travellers wrile for? As
we will see, the answers vary from one fnstance
(o the next,

1. AL-BIRUNI AND THE
KiTas-uL-HIND

1.1 From Khwarlzm to the Punjeb

Al-Biruni was bom in 973, in Khwarizm in present-
day Usbekistan. Khwarizm was an important ¢enlre
of learning, and Al-Birunl received the best
education avaflable at the time. He was well versed
in several languages: Syriac, Arabic, Perslan,
Hebrew and Sanskril. Although he did not know
Greek. he was [amiltar with the works of Plato
and other Greek phllosophers, having read
them in Arabic (ranslations. in 1017, when Sulitan
Mahmud invaded Khwarizm, he took several
schaolars and poels back to his capital. Ghazni:
Al-Biruni was one of them. He arrived in CGhazni as
a hostage, but gradually developed a liking [or the
city, where he spenl the resl of his lile uniil his
death al the age of 70.

[t 'was in Ghaznl that Al-Birunl developed an
interest In Indla. This was not unusual. Sanskril
wurks on astronomy, mathematics and medicine had
been translaled into Arabic from the eighth century
onwards: When the Punjab became a part of the
Ghaznavid empire, contacts with the lpeal population
helped create an environment of murtual trust and
understanding. Al-Birunl spent years In the company
of Brahmana priests and scholars, leaming Sanskril.
and studying religious and philosophical texts, While
his Itnerary Is nol clear, 1 is likely that he travelled
widely In the Punjab and parts of northern India.

Travel Werature was already an accepted part of
Arabic Hlerature by the ime he wrote. This Hemture
dealt with lands as far apart as the Saham desert
in the wesi to the River Volga tn the north. So, while
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few people in India would have read Al-Birunl belors
1500, many others outside India may have done so.

1.2 The Kitab-ul-Hind

Al-Biruml's Kitab-ul-Hind, written In Aralide, I1s simple
and lucid. It Is a voluminous text, divided Into
B0 chapters on subjects such as religion and
philosophy, [estivals, astronomy. alchemy, manners
and customs, social lfe. weights and measures.
iconography, laws and metrology.

Generally (though nol always)., Al-Biruni adepted
a distinctive structure In each chapler, beglnning
with a question, following this up with a descriptlon
based on Sanskritle tradiilons, and concluding
wilh a comparison with other cultures. Some
present-day scholars have argued that this almost
geometrie structure, remarkable for s precision and
predictability, owed much lo his mathematical
orientation,

Al-Biruni. who wrote in Arabic. probably intended
his work [or peoples living along the frontiers ol the
subeontnent. He was [amillar with transiallons
and adaptalions ol Sanskrit. Pall and Prakril lexts
into Arable — these ranged from lables'lo works on
astronomy and medicine. However, he was also
eritleal about the ways in which these (exls were
written, amd clearly wantled to Improve on them.

AzezE
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Metroiogy 1s the science of
e
Hindu

e term “Hmdu" was derved
from sn Qid Persian word,
usad o, spetnBfth cenniries
3= to refer to the region east
of the river Sindhu (indus),
The Arshs contmued the
Parsian usage and called thus
region "sl-Hipg"™ ang itz
pezple “Hings™: Later the
Turks referred 10 the people
gag of the Indus 33 “Hindu™,
1heir lnd 88 "Hindustan™. and
1heir |anguas=s as “Hindaw"
None of these exprassions
mdicated 1he refigious identity
of the people. It was much
later that the term deveioped
religious ConnoIsnons.

~ Discuss...

If Al-Birund lived in the
twanty-first century, which
are the areas of the world
wherne he counld have beéin
castly unterstond, f he still
knew the same languages?

Fig, 5.2

An lustration from a thirteenih-
certory Arabie saearip
showing the Affierdan
stntesmem-and poet Solon, oo
livesl in the sivth contin) o=,
etrdcdressing his siucdernds

Nollee the clothes they are
sliown in.

"R e i G|
or Arablan?

i
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ha'ﬂng ne:thﬂr fellnw-
trav2ll=r .. mor carsvan
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detire hngﬂmmha& i my
bBo=am. fa Wisit thess
llustrous senernaries. So 1
Dracadmy resclunonto gqo
sllmy doer ones, fomale and
male, and forsook my home
53 birds forseha theirnssn
My sz= st hat om= was
TRENIT-IW0 Y28,
Ibn Bantuts renimed home tn
1352, sbout 30 vears after he
had s2tout,

Fig. 5.3
Rohbers attocking travellers, a
sixtventh-veniury Mughal pamiing

' S tow can you disttnguish the
travellers (rom e Tobibers?
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2. IBN BATTUTA'S RIHLA

2.1 An early globe-trotter

Ibn Batiala's book ol travels, called Rthle wrillen in
Arabic, provides extremely rich and interesiing
detalls aboul the soclal and cultural lile in the
subcontinent in the fourtcenth century. This
Morovcan (raveller was borm In Tangler into one of
the most respecilable and educated [amilles known
for their experilse in [slamic religlous law or sharia.
True to the tradition of his family, Ibn Battula
receiverd Hierary and scholastle education when he
was guile voung.

Unllke miost other members ol his elass, [bn
Battuta consldered experience pgained (hrough travels
lo be i more fmporiant source of kriowledge than
books. tle just loved travelling. and went o lar-off
places. exploring new worlds and peoples. Before he
set off for India in 1332-13, he had made pilgrimage
trips to Mecea, and had already travelled extensively
in Syria. Iraq. Persia, Yemen, Oman and a [ew
trading ports on the coast of East Africa.

Travelling overland through Central Asta. bn
Baltuta reached Sind in [333. He had heard
aboul Muhammad bin Tughlag. the Sultan of Dell.
and lured by his repulalion as a generous palron
of arts and leiters, sei off {or Delhl, passing through
Multan and Uch. The Sultan was Impressed by
his scholarship, and appotnted him the guzt or judge
of Delhi. He remained in that position for several
years. unttl he lell out of favour and was thrown
into prison. Once the misunderstanding beitween
him and the Sultan was cleared. he was
restored to imperial service, and was
ordered In 1342 o proceed o Ching as the
Sullan’s envoy o the Mongol ruler.

With the new assignment. [bn Battula
proceeded Lo the Malabar coast through
central India. From Malabar he wenl to
the Maldives. where he stayved for eighteen
monibs as the gazl. bt E'I-'EIIT.'I.I..-I.“} decided
to proceed to Sr1 Lanka. He then wend hack
once more. to the Malabar coast and the
Maldives. and before resuming his mission
to China. visited Bengal and Assam as well.
He took & ship (o Sumaltra, and from there
another ship lor the Chinese port town ol
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Zaytun [now known as Quanzhou). He travelled
extensively tn China, golng as far as Befjing, but did
not stay for long. declding o return home m 1347,
His account Is often compared with thal of Marco
Polo, who visited China {and also India) frem his
home base in Venice tn the late thirteenth century.

[bn Battula meticulously recorded his observallons
aboul new cullures. peoples, bellels, values, ele,
We need to bear In mind that this globe-trotter was
travelling In the [ourteenth century, when iU was
miuch more arduous and hasardous lo travel than L
Is loday. According lo fbn Battula, i took lorly days
to travel from Multan o Delhi snd about Bity days
from Sind (o Delhi. The distanee from Daulatabad
to Delhi was covered o forty days, while that from
Gwallor to Delbi took ten days.

The lonely traveller

.._
TR e T 1'!"5!'"'-""' '?"'i
I-

.

Fip. 54
A Boal carriing passenipers,
o1 Iemrneolia) scalpdure from

e temple . Benggal
fc. sepenteenth-eightcenth centuries)

I —— . ——— —— — —

|. "-" Why do vou think some of
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Robbers wers ot the only hazsrd on long joumesys: the trsveller could facl Homesicle

or fall ill. Heve lsen sxcarpt from the Rikis:

[ was sftscked by the fzver, and | actuzlly ned mysali on the saddls with 5 wrban-

cloth in c&2 | should &l oif By reasan crmvunai:nﬁa

Suat‘ta.s:wereacbnd

the town of Tunis, and the townsiolk came out to walcome the shaikh...

the son cfthe gaz .. On all sidesthey came fordard with greatings and quﬁnnm
to one another, butnot s sul ssid s word of greeting {o ms, sincs therewasnons
oFthern [ knew: | faly 55 s3d &t hean oft aconint of my loneliness tat | oould not
rectrain the tears that siarted o my eyes, and wept bitterly, Butane ofthe pillgrims.
realising 1he cause of my distrees, came up 10 me with 5 preeting....



120

THEmEs 14 Inoiax History— Part 1

Map I
Maies pistiod by - = TIImian
bry Bmitia in AnZhnoy . » CHE
Afghantstan, e
Sind and Purjah. a
Muany ol the
plice nomwes i, ar
hove been spelt ns ® il
Ibm Baltula woirld
limve Enowm themo & GhAIma
@anganar
. [ -
. o
o B o Attt
P |
e e | ' ] "‘-inlm"
| = Use the scale on the map (o | 0 Hat ™~ et
| calculate the distance inmiles | g =
| between Multan and Dellit. | &
b i | /,j'
i/
.
.‘Il
E X
_ f @ W We 00
ARABIANSEA  Lanane
: Sty I ant L sk

Travelling was also mare Insecure: [bn Baliula
was allacked by bands of robbers several limes.
In fact he preferred travelling In a caravan along
with compamions. but this did not deter highway
robbers, While traveliing from Multan to Delhi.
for Instance, his caravan was attacked and many
of his fellow travellers losi their lives:; those
travellers who survived. Including Ibn Baltula.
were severely wounded.

2.2 The "enjoyment of curiosities”

As we have seen, [bn Balluta was dan invelerale
traveller who spent several years (mvelling through
north Africa, Wesl Asla and parts of Central Asia
(he may even have vislled Russla), the Indian
subvontinent and China, before returning to his
native land, Moroeco, When he returned. the local
Titler issued msinuctions thal his stomies be recorded.

s Be
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Soume J

Thisiswhat [bn Juzaywy, sho was deputed rosrite what
[bn Bastuta dictated. said'in his introdustion:

A gracsous direcuon was mansmitied (oy the rulsy)
thist he (Ibn Battuta) should dictats an account of
the citiss which ha hsd =en in his travel and of
tha intor=snng events which had slonz 1o his
memory. and that he should speak of those whom
Hia had 'mar of the ilers of countries, of thair
distinzuished men of lesming -and thair piols saints.
Accordingly, ks dictatsd upon theose sublests &
narranve which geve sntertamment o the mind
and delfight-ro the-sars and syes, with & vansty of
sunous parpsulars by the exposinon of which he
gave adification and of marvelipus thinss, h}'
ssferming o which hs grotsed migras

- o .
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In the footsteps of Ibn Battuta

in the cenmnesbatween £ 400 and 1800 misitors iodndia
wrome a number of iravelozues in Persian, Avthe same
mme, indian visitors to Canral Az, Iran and the Of0man
empits also somenmas MTole about ther expanences,
These writers followed inithe fooiseps of AlBinmi and
[br Barnite, and had sometimes read these earier suthers,

Among the best mown of these wrizers were Abdur
Razaq Samargand:s who visiiad somhyIndia i the tags,
Mahmud Wali Balkhi, who travellad very widely in the
18205, and Shaikh AlrHans, who came 10 north-india i
the 17405, Some of these author ware lascmated by Indis,
and one of them = Mahmud Balkhi — even begcama g 2om
of sanyess for s ima, Others such as Hazin wera
disappomted and sven dississed with Indip, where they
expectad (o mcaive's red camet treatmant. Most of them
saw Indiass = fend of wonders.

Fig, 5.5

An eighieenithecentury poinitg)
depicting oellers gatheried
arournd a campfire

= Discuss. .,
Compare the objectives of Al-Birunl and
Ibin Batiuta in writing thelr accounts
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g 5.6
A =epemieenith-ceniumy painiing
depiciing Bermiber in Europenn
clothes

THEmeEs 18 [nDian Historry— Part u

3. FrRANCOIS BERNIER

A DOCTOR WITH A DIFFERENCE
Once the Portugaese arrived In India in about 1500,
a number ol them wrole detailed accounts regarding
Indian soclal customs and religious practices. A few
ol them, such as the Jesull Roberto Nobill, even
translaled Indian texts into Eurspean languages,

Amang the best known of the Portuguese writers
is PDuarte Barbosa, who wrote a detatled account of
trade and soclety in south Indiz Later, after 16800,
we find growing mumbers of Dutch. English and
French travellers coming (o India. One ol the most
famous was the French jeweller Jean-Baptiste
Tavernier. who travelled to India at least six times.
He was particularly lascinated with the lrading
condittons in India. and compared [ndia (o lran and
the Olloman empire, Some of these (favellers, like
the Hallan doctor Manucel, never returmed (o Europe.
amd seltled down in India.

Frangols Bernler, a Frenchman, was a doctar,
politieal philpsopher and historfan. Like many
others. he came to the Mughal Empire tn search of
opporiunities. He was in India for twelve years, from
1856 1o 1668, and was closely associated with the
Mughal court. as'a physician to Prince Dara Shukoh.
thie eldest son of Emperor Shah Jahan. and laler as
an Intellectpal and sclentst, with Danishmand
Khan, an Armenian noble at the Mughal court.

3.1 Comparing “East” and “West”

Bernier travelled to several parts of the country, and
wrole accounts of what he saw, frequently comparing
whid he saw in Indiz with the siluation In Europe.
He dedicated his major writing o Louis X1V, the
king of Franve. and many ol his other works were
written in the form of letters (o tnfluential officials
and ministers. In virtually every instance Dernier
describiéd whal he saw in India-as a bleak sliuation
in comparison (o developments in Europe, As we
will see, this assessment was nol always accurale,
However, when his works were published, Bemler's
writlngs became extremely popular.

Fig. 5,7
A painting depicting Tovernier in Indian clothes



Tuaoucs THE Eves oF TRAVELLEAS
Sourme 4

Travellins with the Mughal army

Bernier often travelled with the grmy This is an excempt
ﬁmﬁﬁﬁ. sse ,'._,_" ﬁf:haa:mg‘snmdueﬁamnﬂr-
. Iuhr'tﬂ'h‘ﬁﬂhtm i’pﬂwﬂiﬁﬂ?ﬁmﬁl and drver
& groom for my fioress, & cook and = servant so gol
‘before my homs with a fiack of warer 1o his-hand
ascording 1o the-cusiem of ihe counay, | am abe
provided wth avery ufsful arucls. such 85 s tent.of

=4 W it Inuﬂ'

' :ﬁhﬂmhﬂ@dﬂ;ﬂlamhmuf
ﬂﬁaﬂﬁhﬁﬁdm&h@hﬂgﬁnﬁwwm
-hian&q:nﬁmm&mmgdnubhﬂ&m@!&
of l=ather thongs. This double ssckfikesiz

ﬁammmmmwm

mves: besmuies flevouzed with snise _' _'

&nd sugEr Norhavs Iﬁagmm;f
.mﬂmnm&ﬁrmm | suspend
:ﬁ:mmnarinhnrqwd: oihing baing eonnderad

| = Whal are the things from Bernler's list 1|
that you would l.nh:nn apmn:ﬂaﬂay?

——— —

Bernder's works were published in France 1o
1670-71 and transiated into English. Dutch, German
and] Jtalfan within the nexi five years. Beitween 1670
and 1725 his account was reprinied eight times in
French. and by 1684 it had been reprinted three
limies in English. This wias in miarked conlrastl Lo
the acrounts in Arabic and Persian. which circulated
as manuscripls and were generally nol published
before 1800,

s Be
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" Thecreationand |
circulation of ideas
ahmatlmﬁa

Ths writimgs+el Eﬁfﬂp&an
travellsrs halped produce an
image of India for Europsans
through ths prinnng and
circulation af their books.
Later after 1750, when Indians
ike'Shaikh Insamuddin and
I Mirza Abu Talib wstted Euraps
and confronted this imags
! that Europeans had of their
sacisty, thevtried to influence
it by prn‘ttumrrg their own
version of matters.

= Discuss...

There 1s a very tich ravel
literatare m Indian
languages, Find oul about
Iravel writers in the language
you ‘e al home. Read one
such accebunl amd deseribe
the areas visiled by the
iraveller. whal s/be saw, aml
why s/he wrole the account.
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A language with an
eNONNOUS range

AlBirunt desenbed Sansknt as
follows:

if you want to conguar this
difficuliy (r.e. to learn
Sanzknt), you willnot find
1t =asy. beczuse (h=
language sofanenonous
rangs: both 1n words and
the same thing by vanous
names, both onginal and
denvenve, and using-one
and the same word fora
vanaty of subjects, which.
v ordar to ba propsrly
undsrsiood, must bs

disungushed from sach
other by venous. Q'Lta-lﬂ’{uﬁﬂ
apithsss.

God knows best!

Travallers did not alwars beliss
what they were told, When
famdwahﬂﬂmrﬂfawwﬁm
idol thar supposediv lestad for
215.432 Years, ALEiruni ssks;

How, ﬂ:m could waatl

p]aﬂeﬁmth&ah-mdﬁw
soil are rather wers Cod
knows best!
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4. MAKING SENSE OF AN ALIEN WORLD
AL-BIRUNI AND THE SANSKRITIC
TRADITION

4.1 Overcoming barriers to understanding

As we have seen. travellers ofien compared what
they saw In the subcontinent with practices
with which they were lamilar. Each traveller
adopted distinct sirategies to understand what they
observed. Al-Biruni. lor insiance. was aware ol the
problems inherent In the task he had set himsell
He discussed several “"barriers™ Lhat he [ell
obsirucled undersianding, The lirsi amongsi (these
was language. Acconding lo him, Sanskril was so
different from Arabic and Persian Lhat ideas and
concepls could nol be easily translated from one
language inio another.

The second barrier he identified was the difference
in religions beliefs and practices. The self-ahsorption
and consequent Insularity ol the local population
according lo him. constlluted the third barrier.
Whal Is interesting is thal even though he was aware
of these problems, Al-Birun! depended almost
exclusively on the works of Brahmanas, ollen citing
passages [rom the Vedas, the Puranas, the Bhagavad
Gita, the worls of Patanfall, the Manusmrill, etc., to
provide an tmderstanding of Indian soclety.

4.2 Al-Birun!'s description of the caste system
Al-Birumi (ried 10 explain the caste system by looking
for parallels in other socicties. He noted that in
ancient Persia, four social calegories were
recogrised: those of knights and princes: monks.
lire-priests and lawyers; physicians, astronomers
and other sclentlsts; and [inally, peasants and
artlsans. In other words, hie attempted o suggest
that soclal divisions were nol unigque o [ndia. At
the same Ume he pointed oul that within Islam all
men were considered equal, differing only in their
ohservance of piety.

In spite of his acceptance of the Brahmanical
description of the caste sysiem. Al-Biruni disapproved
of the notion of pollution. He remarked that
everything which [alls Into a state of impurity strives
and succeeds in regalning s original condltion ol
purity, The sun clranses (he afr, and the sall in {he
sea prevents the waler from hedoming polluted. I 0

AzezE
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were nol so, insisted Al-Blrunl, Ue on o éarth would
have been Imposstble. The conceplion of social
pollution. Intrinsic Lo the casle syslem. was
according (o him, contrary to the laws of nature.

Sourme 5

This s Al-Biruni’s account of the systen of vamas:

The tngiﬁanm &5 the Brabmans: of whom the
‘bopks of the Hndus 1el] us tharthey were craatad from
.the head of Brahman: And a3 the-Brahman s only
another nemefor the foros celied nenrew, sndthahesd |
s the highest pert ofthe. . bogdy, the Brahmans ars s
chioics part of the whols genus. ﬁudm;:g&@n@,n
consider them &5 the very best of mankind Fa
Ths pext casiears the Kshatmva, uhnuu;aq:ﬁmri '
ﬁﬂmpmmmmmnm
Thesrdegrosgsnotmuch below tharof .
e he g, ho e crasssd fom
tbaslﬁ'gbn.’ﬂﬂhﬁn. -l
“The Shudrs, who wsre cresred from s = 4 )

Emﬁa&mm%hmfj
gront distancs, Much, howsvar, as thess classes
differ from sach ﬂﬂ!ﬂ’l‘ thayr ve mgofhﬁi@nﬂw

nmémwnmnd
’ huummdloﬁg&tgl: -

As we have seen, Al-Birani's descriplion of the
casle system was deeply influenced by his study
of normalive Sanskrit texts which lald down the rules
governing the system from the point of view of
the Brahmanas. However, in real Ide the system
was nol quile as mgld. For insiance, the categories
defined as aniyafa (Hierally. born outside the system)
wire ollen expecied (o provide Inexpensive labour o
both  peasants and zamindars (see also Chapter 8).
In other words, whille they were oflen subjected Lo
saclal oppression. they were Included within
cconomic networks.

s Be
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= Compare what A-Binim |
wrolewith Source B, Chapter3. |
ﬂumnnu:fcaufﬂmlmum

an:gh[rmnnu‘?ﬂnyauﬂunk |
Al-Birunt depended anly oin |
Sanskrit lexts forhits |
information and understanding |
of Indtan socicty? |

< Discuss...

How imporlant 15 knowledge
ol the language of the ares (or
a truveller from a different
region?
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Source 6

Nuts like a man's head

snd mmrumnuhing in
hebit They lozk sxeetiv
lik= dats-palms. wathout
sny diffsrence berween
thesm excopt thar the ons
mduaaa nuts a3 its frurs
end the other pmﬂuces
dstss, The nur of & coconut
tres resembles & man's
head, forinitaroohatlook
like vwo syes snd & motith,

andibcinsideoftuksnitis
green looks like the brain,

endatianhsd totsafines

wiich jopks ke har. Thay
maks fzom this m:ﬂswﬁh
which: Ihﬂ-j'ﬂw up ships
mmﬂﬂffu-w:mnmlh

mmhwﬁhu) ﬂﬁkgﬁﬂm ",

-r = What are the
COMPAnsons 1.113!,!1111.

I Battuta make.f- t.ugm:ms

|
|
i
i
l

readers an ldta about
whiat coconuis looked
hke? Do youl think these
are appropriate? How
does he convey a sense
that this fruit 1s unusual?

| How sccurate 1s his
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S. IBN BATTUTA AND THE EXCITEMENT

OF THE UNFAMILIAR
By the time Tbn Battuta arrived in Delhi In the
fourteenth century, the subeontinent was part ol a
globil network ol commmnicalion Lhal stretched rom
China in the east o norili-west Africa and Europe
in the west, As we have seen, Thn Batlula himsell
travelled extensively (hrough these lands, vistiing
sacred shrines, spending ttme with learned men and
rulers, often officlating as gazi, and enjoying the
cosmopolitan cultire of urban centres where people
who spoke Arabic, Persian. Turkish and other
languages. shared ideas. information and anecdotes.
These included stories aboul men noted for Lheir
plety. kings who could be both eruel and generous.
and about the ltves of ordinary men and women;
anyihing thal was unfamiliar was particularly
highlighted in order lo ensure thal the lslener or
the reader was sullably impressed by accounts of
distant yel aceessible worlds.

5.1 The coconut and the paan

Some of Lthe best examples of Ibn Battuta's strategles
of Tepresentation are evident in the ways in which
he described the ecoonut and the paan, two kinds of
plant produce that were completely unfamiliar te
his audlence.

Sowroe 7

Read lbr: Battuts's dsscription of the pae

The betal iz & 1res avhich s culavaied in the same
‘maniner a3 the g7 . THe batsl hea no friit
‘and i grown an!wamﬂﬁaﬂhafﬂnlﬂm-._mu
znner of it=use 12 that bafore s=ting 1t one takez
arccanut;thizss hles 2 matmes butis broken up untls
wzreduced 1o small pallew, and one plecss thesmin hes
motith and chews them. Then he takes the lesves of
bﬂ.pmahﬂﬁa&mﬂﬂm&nﬂm&ﬁm ,

swmduynn thtrik this altracted b
Mmmsaﬂmum?hmﬁanmumynu
wuulﬂllkcﬁuaﬂﬂtn this deseriplion?

— e — .

s Be



Tuaoucs THE EveEs oF I RAVELLERS 127

5.2 Thn Battuta and Indlan citles

T Balttuta found cittes In the subcontinent (ull of
exclting opportuniiles for those who had the
necessary drive, resources and skills. They were
densely populated and prosperous, except lor the
occasional disruptions caused by wars and
invasions. [{ appears rom bn Batinta's account that
most. cilles had crowded sirecis and bright and
colouriul markels Lhal were stacked with a wide (= What were the architectural |
varlety ol goods. [bn Battuta described Delhi as a [ feafirres that This Bakia

vasl city, with & greal population, the largest in India. noted?

Daulatabad (In Maharashira) was no less, and easlly | Compare this description with

rivalled Delhi o size, Lie tihstrations ol te oty
| shown in Figs. 5.8and 6.9,

Salirre &
Dehlh

Here 15 én'sxoerpt from [bn Bsitua' s account of Dalhy, often spalt ss Dehll in 1e3is
of the perbd: F
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Cul darwazs there isan orehard It (the aty of Dahli) has a fine cemetery in which graves havs
domszovarthom, mﬂ:hpm:hzr.d:-m:hﬂ-g s dome. have srarch, fernurs Intha comarory
thay 30% fiowsrs such
&= nibeross, memiing,
vwild rowe @iz and
ficwers ossomytharo
M3l Eeasans

Fip. 5.8 fop!
An arh in Tughlekoabod.
Delhi

Fig. 5.9 fiefil

Pari of the Jorijficaiion
pieedl of thee scel lerapienid




128

Fg. 5.10

el weaning patlerns suchas this
were ‘adopted and moedified at
setieral coasial prodietion conies
fie the subcontingnt and
Southeast Asu,

- Why do you think Ihn
| Baltula highlighted these
| activitles in his description?
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The bazaars were nol only places ol economle
transactions, bul also the hub of soctal and cultural
activitles, Most bazaars had a mosque and a temple,
anid in some of them at least, spaces were marked [or
public perfommances by dancers, musiclans and singers.

While Ibn Battuta was nol panicularly concerned
with explaining the prosperity of towns. histortans have
used his account to suggest that towns derived a
significant portion of their wealth through the
appropriation of surplus frém villages. Ibn Battula
[ourdd Indian agriculiure very praductive because ol
the fertility of the soll, which allowed farmers to
culllvate two crops a vear. He also noted that the
subcontinent was well Integrated with Inter-Asian
networks of trade and commerce. with Indian
manufaciures being in great demand i both West Asia
and Southeast Asta, [etching huge pmofils [or artisans
and merchanis. Indian textiles, pariicularly cotion
cloth, [ine muslins, silks. brocade and satin. were in
greal demand. Ibn Battuta informs us that certain
varieties of [ine muslin were so expensive hal they
could be worn only by the nobiles and the very rich.

Snurre O

fResd b Batitta’s deseription of Daplatabad,
In Daulseakad thass ie & rharker placs for male and
femiale singers. which isknownyas Tarababad, Irizone
ofiths gresms snd mos beaunful bessars I has
niEmercus shops and every shop hes-s door which
leeds mto the house of the ownar . The shops ars
«decorsd with carpets snd st tha centre of a shop
shere ;s a swang'on which sits the lomals singer She s
decked with all kinds of finery and har formale snendants
a largs cupols, whidh 1= carpeted and decorsted and
inwhich the chuef of the musicians takes His placs svery
Thursdsy after thedawn prayers, acoompanied by his
sorvams end slaves. The fomsls mngers come m
Sueeseave erowa, smg befors-hmm and danes unnl
chisk sfier which besithdraws. Inthis Becasr thare ars
mowss for offaring prayes - . On=ofthe Hindu rubers
alighted a1 the cupola svery nme he passed by this
mm-kﬂpﬁam srd the femsls sinpars would sing befors
him Even soms Mzl rulers chd the same.
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5.3 A unlgue system of communication

The state evidently took speclal measures Lo
encourage merchants, Almosl all trade routes were
well supplied with Inns and guest houses. Thn
Batiula was also amazed by the effictency of the
postal system which allowed merchants to not only
send information and remit eredil across long
distances. but also to dispaich goods required at
short notice. The pos{al systemn was so eflicient that
while It took [ty days to reach Delll [rom Stnd,
the news reports of sples would reach the Sultan
through the postal system (n just fve days.

Sotiree [0

On horse and on foot

This 1= how [bn Batuta {imrhmﬁﬂmpumalwfm
In India the poss} system i of two kun .ﬂmﬁna-

po=, callad wlug, hmibj-msuihﬂfms' T
distancs of svery ﬂwwlm;m?umm-}ﬂm
qﬂﬁnmpwmh.humﬁgddunu.mhh :

tni!a,_ Hmﬂmﬂym&dﬂ:g&m Ellﬁﬂl’: »

bﬁkﬂﬂmmp: en mmﬁnm‘ihﬁmq.'
he holds the jemer L}n@- d snd the.rod with its-

Iettsr mﬁﬂﬁaﬁmn E]iirinufwwh quicker
than the horse-posx and aftan it is ussd o ransport’
thafrimsof 1mtmmnc&ﬁmﬁdmlﬂa
jammmnkm:ﬁbut—pnasyﬂmmmﬂ |
h&vcnpm!mﬂ thiroughoul the subeontinent?
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= Discuss...

How did Ibn Batiuin hondle the problem of
describing things or situations (o people who
had nol seen or experienoed them?
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A strange nation?
The wravelogye of Abdur Razrsq
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Widespread poverty
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the sabcoaunent dirtng the eardy
decades of the avameemh'
century. Like Barier, he Was
ﬂwchad 1o gee 1hemdes-pmad

poveny, “povernty so prast and
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pecple can be depigted or
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Home of stark want and the
divsliing place of bittar woe™.
Hnlding the s;ate. respomlﬂ&,
he says: “So 'much is wrunz
from the peasanis that sven dry
brozd = scarcely left to fill
their stomache
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6. BERNIER AND THE “DEGENERATE"
EAsT

I Tbn Battula chose to describe everything thal
impressed and exciled him because of its novelty.
Francois Bernler belonged to a dillerent intellectual
tradition. He was [ar more preoccupled wilh
comparing and contrasting what he saw In Indla
with the sliuation n Europe in general and France
in particular. locusing on situallons which he
consitlered depressing. His Idea seems to have been
to influence policy-makers and the tntelligentsta to
ensure thal they made what he considered (0 be the
“right™ decisions.

Bernier's Travels in the Mughal Empire is marked
by detalled observallons, eritical msights and
reflection. His aceount cenlains discussions (rying
to place the hisiory of the Mughals withih some sort
of a untversal framework. He constantly compared
Mughal Indita with conitemporary Europe. generally
emphasising the superfority of the latter. His
representstion of India works on the model of
binary opposition. where India 1s presented as the
inverse of Europe. He also ordered the perceived
dilferences hierarchically, so thal India appeared Lo
be inferior to the Western world.

6.1 The gquestion of landownership

Accordilng to Bernler, one ol the fundamental
differences between Mughal India and Europe was
the lack of privale property in land in the former.
e was a lirm hellever In the virtues of private
property, and saw crown ownership of land as
being harmful for both the state and Its peopie. He
thought that in the Mughal Empire the emperor
owned all the land and distributed it among his
nobles. and thal this had disastrous consequences
for the economy and socicty. This perceplion was
nol unlque to Bernler. bul s lound In mosl
travellers® accounts of the sixteenth and
sevenieenth centuries.

Owing Lo crown ownership of land. argued Bemler,
landholders could not pass on thelr land to thelr
children. So they were averse (o any long-term
investmenl In the sustenance and expansion of
production. The absence of private property in fand
had, iherefore. prevented the emergence of the class
of “improving” landlords (as in Western Europe) with

s Be
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a concern (o mailntain or improve the land. It had
led (o the untlorm ruinalion of agriculture. excessive
oppression of the peasantry and a continuous decline
in the living standards of all sections of soclely, except
the niling aristocracy.

-'Elliﬁm moﬁaﬂmﬁ-} eonstrunng the smpirs’ ‘of
- Hindustsn many st Infomors than ssnd -or barren
ORI hﬁﬂ}' cultweted, and- mmiarnnmﬂamﬂ.

m;gﬁblg of dn:‘hargm’ nands ¢
:ﬁpammfurdﬁmm#mynﬁm depive -

- means of sulisiatencs, humuhhmﬁﬂ‘sm']m:lhh
ﬂuﬂmwﬁumm&ﬁwﬁﬁmm e
Heppans that the pessantry, - t0 desmair by 48
Eec=sHYE & tyranny: abandon the

In this instance: Bemmr = paﬁlm' t&‘lg'-'ml

mmpamnﬁahawffp- concarnmg the naturs
of state and society, and. de-tlthmmdmnptmnui
Mughal Indiawould muﬂmmm{hm&‘ﬂﬁmdﬁ

not fecognise the “marms” nfpng:ﬁﬁrqﬁny

| uWha! -according to Bernler, were the

| prablems faced by peasants in the
subcomtinent? Do you think his d

I vmurdhmmedluﬂm@mﬂhmcﬂm?

—...—_--_—-l—-—--—--—-—l-——-l-l-—-l‘l-.

As an extension of this, Bernier deseribed Indian

society as consisting of undifferentiated masses ol

impoverished people, subjugated by a small minority
of a very rich and powerful ruling class. Between
the pooresi of the poor and the richest ol the rich,
thene was no soctal group or class worth Lhe name.
Bernler confldently asserted: “There I1s no middie
state In India”

s Be
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Fig. 5.11
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This, then, s how Bermnter saw the Mughal Emplre
- 1ts king was the king ol “beggars amnd barbarians™
ils cities and towns were rulned and contaminated
with “ill atr™; and s fields, “overspread with bushes™
and full of “pestilentisl marishes™. And. all this was
because of one reason: crown pwnership of land.

Curiously, none of the Mughal offictal documents

Bernier wamﬁ shar i
Europazn Enge followsd the
Mughal madsl:

Their kingdoms would bes
vary far from boing: ~xeglle
cultrested and peopled.
3= wall bl =0 rch. =c
polire and Hounshing as
wo see them. Our langs
ere otherwise ¥ich snd
pnwrful, snd wa mus
avonr tat thn;* are much
bettar and more Toysily
sorved. Bﬂ}*wuﬁ woonbe

kings' of dm:-u &nd
zahitadss, of b =nid

harhnzsmmmttmmm

are whom | have been

{ths Mushals)

Wg should find ths
gzml Cities and the srest
Bumugh: tbumujgm}

hamanntlm md:n..

fall 1o viine (ruin) without
ﬂgibﬂ-ﬁm{mghodg}mhﬂg

care of repmirmg tham;
ths hillocks ahmdnnfd;
and ths helds overspread
with bushes, or All'd
with pestilenns]l marishes
I:l:q!rﬂw.':'-:l. a1 h#ﬁs l:auq

suggest. that the staie was the sole owner of land.
For instance. Abu’l Fazl. the sixteenth-century
official chironlcler of Akbar's relgn, describes the land
revenue as “remunerations of soversignty®. a claim
made by Lthe ruler on his subjecis for the protection
he provided rather than as rent on land thatl be
owned. 11 Is possible that European travellers
regarded such claims as renl because land revenue
demands were often very high. However, thls was
actually not a rent or even a land tax; but a tax on
the crop (for more details. see Chapter 8).

Bernier's descriptions Influenced Western
theorists from theelghtesnth century onwards. The
French phillosopher Mantesgulen, for instance, used
this ascount Lo develop the idea of arfenial despotism,
according lo which rulers In Asfa {the Orent ar the
East) enjoyed absolute authority over thelr subjects,
who were kepl in conditlons of subjugation and
poverty, arguing that all land belonged to the king
and that privale property was non-existent.
According to this view, everybody, except the emperor
and his nobles, barely managed o survive.

This idea was [urther developed as the concept ol
the Asiatle mode of production by Karl Marx In (the
ninefeenth century. He argned thal in Indla (and
other Astan countries, belore colonlalism, surplus
was appropriated by the state, This led to the
emergence of a soclety that was composed of a large
nunober of autonomons and (nternzlly) egalitarian
village communities, The imperial court presided
over these village communities: respecting their
autonomy as long as the flow of surplus was
unimpeded. This was regarded as a slagnant syslem.

However. as we will see (Chapter B), this plcture
of rural saciely was far [rom true. In [act. during
the sixteenth and sevenleenth centuries: rural
society was characterised by considerable soclal and
economic dilferentation. At one end ol the specirum
were the big zamindars, who enjoyed superior rights
in lund and, at the olher. the "untouchahle” landiess
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labourers. In between was the big peasanl, who used
hired labour and engaged In commodity production, amd
the smaller peasanl who could barely produce for his
subsistence,

6.2 A more complex soclal reality

While Bernder's preocceupation with projecting the
Mughal state as tyranmical s obvious, his descriptions
occasionally hint at 8 more compiex soctal reality. For
instance, he fell that artisans had no incentive (o
improve Lhe guality ol their manufactures, since profits
were appropriated by the stale. Manufaclures were,
contsequently, everywhere in decline. At the same Lime,
he conceded that vast quantilles of the world's precious
metals owed nto India, as manulaclures were exported
in exchange for gold and silver. He also nolleed the
existence ol a prosperous merchan! communliiy.
enpaged in long-distance exchange

Satirre 13

Resd iz sxcerptirom Bermier's descriprion of both
agriculture 2ngd craft production:
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In fact, during the sevenleenih century abonl
15 per cenl of the populadon Uved in lowns. This
was, on average, higher than the propoertion ol urban
population in Western Europe In the same period.
In spite of this Bernier described Mughal clties as
“camp towns™. by which he meant towns that owed
their existence, and depended for their survival.
on the imperial camp. He believed thal these came
inte existence when the imperial courl moved in
and rapldly declined when 1L moved out. He
siigdesied that they did nol have viable sodal and
cconomlic foundations bul were dependent on
imperial patronage.

As In the case of the question ol landownership,
Bernter was drawing an oversimplified picture.
There were all kinds of lowns: manufacturing
towns, trading towns, port-iowns, sacred cenires,
pilgrimage lowns: etc. Thelr existence is an index
of the prosperity of merchant communities and
professional classes.

Merchanis oflen had sirong communtly or kin Ues.
and were organised into lheir own caste-cum-
occupational bodles, In westermn India these groups
were called mahajans, and thetr chiel, the sheth. In
urban centres such as Ahmedabad the mahafans
were collectively represented by the chitefl of the
merchanl community who was called the nagarsheth.

Other urban groups included professional
classes such as physicians (haktm or vaid). teachers
(pundif or mulla), lawyers (wakil). painters.
architects, musicians, calligraphers, ete. While
some depended. on imperial patrogage, many made
their living by serving other patrons, while still
others served ordinary people in crowded markets
or bazaars. '

« Liscuss..,

Why do you think scholars ke Bemler chose o
compare lidia with Eurnpe?
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7. WOMEN
SLAVES, SATI AND LABOURERS

Travellers who lell wrilten accounls were
generally men who were interested in and
sometimes intrigued by the conditlon of
wuomen in the subcontinent, Sometimes they
took soclal inequities for granted as a
*natural” slale of aflatrs. For (nslance,
slaves were openly sold In markels. like any
other commodily. and were tegularly
exchanged as gifis. When lbn Battula
reached Sind he purchased “horses, camels
and slaves™ as gifts for Sultan Muhammad
bin Tughlag. When he reached Multan, he
presenited the governor with, ~a slave and
horse logether with raisins and almonds™.
Muhammad bin Tughlag, informs [bn
Battula, was so happy with the sérmon of a
preactier named Nasiruddin that he gave him
“a hundred thousand (ankas {coins) and
two hundred slaves™.

It appears from Ibhn Battitta's account that
there was considerable differentiation among
slaves. Some female slaves in Uie service of
Lhe Sultan were experts in music and dance.
and [bn Baltuta enjoyed heir performance
al the wedding of the Sullan’s sister. Female
slaves were also employed by the Sultan (o
ketp a walch on his nobles.

Slaves were generally used for domestlc
lahour, and Ibn Battutz found thelr services
paritcularly indispensable for carrying
women and men on palanguins or dola. The
price of slaves, particularly female slaves
required for domestic labour. was very  low.
and mosl familles who could alford w do so
kept al least ane or two of them.

Conlemporary European iravellers and
writers often lughlighted the treatment ol
women as a croclal marker of difference
between Western and Eastern socletles. Nol
surprisingly. Bermnier chose the practice of
sail for detatled description. He noted that
while some women seemed to embrace death
cheerfully, others were lorced Lo die.

AzezE
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Howsver, womet's lives revalved around much else

~ Discuss... besides the practiee of satl. Their labour was cructal
Why do you think the lves of  in both agricultural and non-agricultural production.
ortdmary women workers did Women from merchanl [amilles participaled In
nol attract the attention ol commercial activitles, sometimes even taking
travellers such as lbn Battuine mercaniile disputes (o the court of law. It therelore
arnd Bernier? seems unlikely that women were confined to the

private spaces of thelr homes.

You may have noticed (hal ravellers’ aceounls
provide us with & tantallsing gitmpse of Lhe lives of
men and women during these cenlurles. However,
thetr observations were oflen shaped by the conlexts
from which they came. At the same (fme, there were
marny aspects of soclal e thal these ravellers did
nol nollee,

Also relalivaly unknown are the experiences and
observatlons af men (and possibly women) from the
subeontinent who crossed seas and mountatns and
ventired mie lands bevond the subcontneni. What
did ey see and hear? How were Lielr retations wilh
peoples of distant lands shaped? Whal were Lthe
Linsunges (hey used? These and other questions will
hopefuily be sysiemalically addressed by historians
In the years o come.

Mg, 5.13

A =sculpied pandd frosn Matfrna

dqndfng travettors
= Whal are the various H‘I{Iﬂﬁ |
nl‘tmnsport that are shown?
____________ =1

s Be
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4 '
TIMELINE
SOME TRAVELLERS WHC LEFT ACCOUNTS
Tenth-eleventh centuries
973-1048 Muhammad ibn Ahmad Abu Rathan al-Binmi
[from Uzbekistan)
Thirteenth century
1254-1323 Mareo Polo [from Italy)
Fourteenth century
1304-77 [bm Batiuta (from Morocen)
Fifteenth century
1413-82 Abid al-Rezzaq Kamal al-Dirf thn Ishag al-Samarqandt
(Frorm Sammi%nm
1466-72 | Afanast) Nikitich Nikitn
\years spent in Indta)  (Aificenth century. from Russta)
Sixteenth century :
1518 | Duarte Barbosa. d. 1521 (from Portugat)
{visiit to India)
1562 Seydt All Rets (fram Turkey)
[vear of death) L '
1536-1600  Anlonmio Monserrates (from Spain)
Seventeenth century
1626-31 ; Mahmud Wall Balkhi (from Balkh)
{years spent thlndia)
1600-67 Peter Mundy (from England)
1605-89 Jean-Baptiste Tavernter (from France)
1620-8B8 Francols Bernler (from France)
o Nodes Einfess atfesnise indicatedd, the dates mentionest are those of the lifespoan of the trovetlen,
J

AzezE
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?1N100-150 woRrps

1. Write 5 note on the Ktabaf-Himd.

2. Compare and contrasl Lhe perspectives from wiieh Ihn
Battuta and Bermter wrote Uelr sccounts of thetr travels
1 frncliss

3. Discuss the pleture of urban cenires (Hal emerges from
Hernler's aeeouml,

4, Analyse tHe evidence for slavery provided by Thn Battuta,

5. What were the elemenits of tie practtee of satt thal drew
the altention of Bernter?

. ﬂigru'.i':s Al-Birunt's undersianding of the caste systein.

7. Do you Lthink Ibn Balluta's account 15 usclitl 1n
arrtving at an understanding of life i contemporary
‘uthian centres? Give reasons for your answer,

B. Discuss the exient to which Bemiter's accounit enahiles
historians to reconsiruct conlemporany miral soctely.

8. Rendihis exeerpl from Bernters

Nummerous are the Instances of handsome pleces
of workmanship made by persons destituic of
tools, and who ean scarcely be satd (o have recetved
imstruction from a master, Somedmes they timitale
=0 perfectly articles of European mamsfacture (hat
the difference between the original and copy can
hardly be discerned. Among oither things. the
Inditans make excellent muskets, and fowling-
pleces, and such beautiml gold omaments that
i may be doubted if the exquistie workmanship
of those articles can be exceeded by any Europran
goldsmith. | have oflien admired the beauty.
sofiness. and delicacy of thelr paintings.

Last the cralts mentloned In the passage. Compare
these with the deseripllons of artisanal activity n
the chapter.
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- |
4 .I . . qﬂ —
If you would like to know
10, On an oulllie map of e world mark the countries more, road:
visited by Ibn Battutn. What are (he svas that he y o
may have crossed? ‘S-I.‘m. .o uhrm 'Ilm 008
Indo-Fersien Travals in the Aze

S of Discoveriss [J306-1800.
- PrRO‘ECTE [CHOOSE ONE) Cambiridga Univessity Press,
i Cambrids

11, Interview any one of your older relatives fmother/ Cathering Asher and Cynthia
father/grandpareiis/uncles /aunis) who has || lbet 2000
travelled autside your lown or village. Find ont Inciz Bafore Eupope
(7) where {hey went. (b) how they (ravelled, *‘mbﬂ‘*ﬁ’i Unsersizy Frazs.
(¢} how leng did 1l take, (d} why did they travel
() and did they face any dificullies. L6l as many B ot
stmtliariltes and differences that they may have .ﬂ,a“& AR gul Empire
noticed between their plice of resldence and the AP (856 1668
place they visiled, focusing an linguage clothes, B Bl Pobtications:
food, customs, bulldings, roads, the lives of men Now Dslh
and women, Wrile a repori onyour indings, =

12. For any one of the travellers mentloned in BAR GO, 1053

{he ehapler. find oul_more abbud his 1 and 3:*“ T’“"“*”I f.im Bﬂm?mm

wrilings. Prepare a report odhis lmv.-nlz noting

in parttcular how he doscribed soclely. and hirul Haseh fad. <

comparing these descriptions with the excerpls ﬁm erd Bo m.; D200

ncluded o the chapter. Travele of Mires Abu Tl
.Mﬂtﬂlﬂ"ﬂl‘i‘?ﬁﬂ!ﬁ?ﬂm;

Fig. 514 o HEKaulfed), 1367,
A puinting depleting truvellers of resi ??&Lnﬂar: Indis - mnrrmcr.lﬁg
NMew Dathi.

Jean-Baptists Tavormnier. 1003,
Tesvels in India. _
‘Munshiram Manoharial Dl
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